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Dear Camden County Resident:

Welcome to the second issue of Camden County Advantage! The Board of
Freeholders is pleased to partner with the Cherry Hill Regional Chamber of
Commerce to support this magazine for all Camden County residents to
enjoy. 

There is no better place to celebrate the holidays than Camden County. This
Holiday issue features articles highlighting the best Camden County has to
offer for shopping, from historic downtowns such as Haddonfield and
Collingswood to the Cherry Hill Mall. The magazine also lists places to go to
celebrate the holidays and school vacations with your family. 

In this season of hope, Camden County Advantage also looks at economic
development, education and revitalization in the city of Camden. Another
story focuses on veterans, with a feature on the County’s efforts to tell war
heroes’ stories through a series of videos called “The Freedom Chronicles.” 

Whether you’re exploring business opportunities and news about growth
and development, or looking for things to do in Camden County, Camden
County Advantage is a wonderful starting point that offers a glimpse of the
best our community has to offer. 

To learn more about the many services, events and other activities available
to residents, visit our Web site at www.camdencounty.com. For business
assistance, including information on relocating your business to Camden
County, visit www.justaskcamdencounty.com.

Thank you for reading, and enjoy the holiday season in Camden County!

Sincerely,

Louis Cappelli, Jr.
Freeholder Director

In addition, the Camden County Board of Freeholders has over 200 services
that go to work for you everyday. For more information on what they are or
to obtain a copy of the county services guide, call (866) CAMDEN-COUNTY
(226-3362) or e-mail us at freeholders@camdencounty.com. 

Arthur Campbell
President/CEO
Cherry Hill Regional Chamber of Commerce

Camden County
Board of
Freeholders
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Freeholder Director
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Deputy Director
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Freeholder
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‘Tisthe
Season: Camden County

Holiday Shopping
& Event Highlights

Shop, dine and discover.
Enjoy the ultimate Candlelight
Shopping. From November 27
until Christmas Eve, enjoy car-
riage rides, holiday entertain-
ment, sparkling lights and Santa
visits. (For additional details on
what Haddonfield offers, see the

Town Spotlight on page 9).
For more information and

updated event schedules, visit
www.shophaddonfieldnj.com. 

Don’t forget to visit other
“Main Street”shopping and din-
ing districts in Haddon Heights
and Barrington.

Ritz Theatre:
Babes in Toyland (children’s
theatre production):
November 18-21
Scrooge, The Musical:
December 4-20
Mrs. Tinkerton’s Toy Shop:
December 14-18
For ticket and performance info,
visit www.ritztheatreco.org.

Camden County Winter
Concert Series, Presented by
the Board of Freeholders:
Stay tuned for upcoming
concerts at the newly refurbished
Dennis Flyer Memorial Theatre at
Camden County College and at
the Scottish Rite Auditorium in
Collingswood.  Look for the full
schedule soon at
www.ccparks.com.

Symphony in C
Music Du Jour - Symphony in C
offers opportunities throughout

the season for patrons to enjoy
an elegant evening that includes
dinner, wine and chamber music
in an intimate setting. 

On November 22, at 6 p.m.,
experience when East meets
West as Chef Sae An of West-
mont’s Cork creates an exotic
fusion of French and Asian
cuisine. The meal will feature
handmade artisan cheeses and
freshly made oils and breads
along with a selection of varietal
wines. $50

On December 12 at 8 p.m. is
an evening of Baroque Beauty.
Prepare for the glorious sounds
of soprano Julianne Baird to fill
the air with Pachelbel’s famous
“Canon,” Corelli’s “Christmas
Concerto” and favorites from
Georg Friedrich Handel. 

For tickets and performance info,
visit www.symphonyinc.org.

“Main Street USA” Holiday
Shopping & Dining

Merchantville
Stroll down the tree-lined

streets of Downtown Merchantville,
stop for coffee, tea or a full meal at
any of the fine eateries, then dive
into the trove of treasures Centre
Street’s merchants have waiting.
Whether you’re looking for unique
gifts, art galleries, collectibles,
candy, gourmet foods, home décor,
apparel, personal care or business
services, you’ll find it downtown.
(For more details on Merchantville,
see the Town Spotlight on page
13). Warm, friendly service is the
hallmark of this up-and-coming
retail, service and upscale residen-
tial district. Stay for a day and
“Discover the Difference of our
Downtown.” 

For more information and
updates on holiday events, visit
www.merchantville.com.

Haddon Heights Holiday Parade:
November 27, 6 p.m., along Station
Ave.

Collingswood Tree Lighting:
Carolers, residents and visitors
welcome Santa to the Borough.
November 27, 7 p.m., at Borough
Hall. 

Collingswood Holiday Parade:
Saturday, November 28, 10 a.m.,
along Haddon Avenue.

Winslow Township Tree Lighting:
Santa will make an appearance.
December 4, 6:30 p.m., at Township
Hall.  

Blackwood Fire Company Annual
Christmas Parade:
Meet Santa after the parade.
December 5, 5-6 p.m.; call
(856) 227-7798 for more info.

Parade of Lights:
A must-see for the kids. December 11,
7:30 p.m., along the Haddon Ave.
business district in Collingswood. 

Miscellaneous Holiday Activities
Adventure Aquarium’s Christmas Celebration:
On November 26, meet and take photos with Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer and a new Rudolph character, Bumble, who will light a 12-foot
Christmas tree. Take a fantastical ride on the Polar Express in the 4-D
Theater; get down and boogie at Gill’s holiday mascot dance party; delight
in holiday treats; or watch as Scuba Santa dives into the 760,000-gallon
Ocean Realm exhibit. Also, don’t miss Breakfast With Rudolph (scheduleTBA).
For additional info, visit www.adventureaquarium.com.

Sahara Sam’s Oasis Indoor Water Park:
Take a break from winter weather and bring the family to Sahara Sam’s
indoor water park. For hours, visit www.saharasams.com. 

Camden Children’s Garden on the Camden Waterfront:
On November 28 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., enjoy this kickoff to the Holiday
Festival of Lights, a month-long holiday tradition on the Camden Water-
front. The kick-off party features tree decorating and Santa’s arrival. Once
the holiday fun begins, you can stroll through the 4.5 acres of gardens that
include more than 100,000 beautiful holiday lights and animated light sculp-
tures. The lights will be on display from December 1-January 2.  
For additional info, go to www.camdenchildrensgarden.org.

Garden State Discovery Museum:
Hurray for Hanukkah: Enjoy Hanukkah stories, a snack and craft making.
December 13.

Kwanzaa Festival With Queen Nur:
Queen Nur lights up the stage with interactive storytelling and songs in
joyous celebration. December 26-28, 1 p.m. For additional info, go to
www.discoverymuseum.com.

PAY IT FORWARD
Looking to volunteer to help

those in need during this holiday
season? Call the Camden County

Volunteer Center at (856) 663-9356.
No matter what your age, interest

or ability, there is a volunteer
opportunity waiting

for you.

TOWN
HOLIDAY
EVENTS

Ring in the New Year
New Year’s at Noon:
Ring in the New Year kiddie-style at the Garden
State Discovery Museum. December 31,
10 a.m., noon and 2 p.m.;
www.discoverymuseum.com.

Deep Sea Splash New Year’s Eve Party:
For a Champagne toast under the sea,
celebrate the New Year at Adventure
Aquarium’s Currents Ballroom. Enjoy a live DJ,
delectable food, signature beverages, access to
the aquarium’s animals and exhibits, and a flaw-
less view of Philadelphia’s annual fireworks show
over the Delaware at midnight. December 31,
7 p.m.-12 a.m.; For details and pricing informa-
tion, visit www.adventureaquarium.com.

Camden Waterfront Fireworks Celebration:
Fireworks display over the Delaware River.
December 31.

Haddonfield First Night New Year’s
Celebration:
A family-oriented, nonalcoholic celebration with
more than 40 performances, fireworks and other
activities throughout the town. December 31,
9 p.m.-midnight; www.firstnighthaddonfield.org.

Collingswood
Haddon Avenue in Collingswood was recently named to be one of

America’s Great Streets by the American Planning Association. This is 
important news, as the organization only recognizes 10 streets each year.   

Go experience it for yourself, as Collingswood will be all decked out for the
holidays with an estimated 500,000 lights, allowing visitors and residents to
shop in a winter wonderland and find just the right gifts for friends and family.
Collingswood even guarantees snow
during the season, setting the winter
mood by creating flurries with snow
machines throughout the downtown.
The holidays also mean extended
shopping hours every Friday and
Saturday in December, and those
who stroll on weekends will enjoy
the carolers who fill the air with
holiday tunes.

In addition,
Collingswood Cash is back
by popular demand.
Collingswood Cash is the
Borough’s equivalent of a
mall gift card. Purchase $50 of
Collingswood Cash and receive
$10 free (while supplies last).
Collingswood Cash can be used
at shops and restaurants through-
out the Borough. The campaign is
designed to boost sales and increase
support of local businesses.   

For more information and updates, visit
www.collingswood.com.

Haddonfield

It’s Showtime
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Andreotti’s Viennese Café
Cherry Hill | (856) 795-0172
www.andreottis.com

Bertucci’s Italian Restaurant
Sicklerville | (856) 740-9960
www.bertuccis.com

blue2o seafood grill + bar
Cherry Hill | (856) 662-0297
www.blue2Oseafoodgrill.com

Brio Tuscan Grille @ Towne 
Place at Garden State Park
Cherry Hill | (856) 910-8166
www.brioitalian.com

Buca di Beppo
Cherry Hill | (856) 779-3288
www.bucadibeppo.com

Caffe Aldo Lamberti
Cherry Hill | (856) 663-1747
www.lambertis.com

California Pizza Kitchen
Cherry Hill | (856) 910-8121
www.cpk.com

Chick-fil-A at Garden State
Park
Cherry Hill | (856) 488-9117

Coastline Restaurant
Cherry Hill | (856) 795-1773
www.coastlinerestaurantbar.com

Crabcake Hotline 2
Blackwood | (856) 232-2232
www.crabcakehotline2.com

Dream Cuisine Cafe
Cherry Hill | (856) 751-2800
www.dreamcuisinecafe.net

Filomena Cucina Italiana
Clementon | (856) 784-6166
www.filomenascucina.com

Golden Corral
Audubon | (856) 546-1027
www.goldencorral.net

Kuzina Hospitality Inc. 
dba Kuzina by Sofia
Cherry Hill | (856) 429-1061

Maggiano’s Little Italy
Cherry Hill | (856) 792-4470

Manhattan Bagel
Cherry Hill | (856) 816-0046

McCormicks & Schmick’s/
William Douglas Steakhouse
Cherry Hill | (856) 317-1711

McDonald’s Restaurant
Blackwood | (856) 228-5511
www.mcnewjersey.com

Outback Steakhouse
Cherry Hill | (856) 482-1350
www.outback.com

Pedrick Diners LLC dba
Dennys Restaurants
Sicklerville | (856) 627-4488

Philly Pretzel Factory
Cherry Hill | (856) 354-3220

Pub Restaurant
Pennsauken | (856) 665-6440
www.thepubnj.com

Qdoba Mexican Grill
Cherry Hill | (856) 433-8194
www.qdoba.com

Red Hot & Blue
Cherry Hill | (856) 665-7427

Richeez Italian Restaurant &
Tavern
Hi Nella | (856) 627-5050

Rita’s Water Ice
Camden | (856) 246-1291

Saladworks
Sicklerville | (856) 740-0505
www.saladworks.com

Seasons 52
Cherry Hill | (856) 665-1052
www.seasons52.com

Seasons Pizza
Stratford | (856) 783-9333
www.seasonpizza.com

Sonic Drive-In Restaurant of
Audubon
Audubon | (267) 205-4385
www.sonicdrivein.com

Steve’s Hot Dogs, LLC
Berlin | (856) 495-4694
www.steveshotdogs.net

Texas Roadhouse
Sicklerville | (856) 740-4388

The Bagel Spot
Cherry Hill | (856) 755-9330

The Mansion on Main Street
Voorhees | (856) 751-1717
www.mansiononmainstreet.com

The Merion Catering 
& Special Events
Cinnaminson | (856) 829-2111
www.themerion.com

The Capital Grille
Cherry Hill | (856) 562-5904

Wawa
Barrington | (609) 440-0414
www.wawa.com

Wegmans Food Markets
Cherry Hill | (856) 488-2700
www.wegmans.com

The Cherry Hill Regional Chamber of Commerce is pleased to recommend the
following companies for dining, accommodations, entertainment, catering,
transportation and shopping during the holidays…and all year long!

Where to Stay
Days Inn & Suites
Cherry Hill | (856) 663-0100
www.daysinn.com/hotel/04626

Hampton Inn Cherry Hill/Voorhees
Voorhees | (856) 346-4500
www.hivoorhees.com

Holiday Inn Cherry Hill
Cherry Hill | (856) 873-5001
www.holidaycherryhill.com

Howard Johnson Express Inn
Blackwood | (856) 228-4040
www.hojoblackwood.com

How to Get There
Best Taxi, Inc.
Cherry Hill | (856) 816-5868

Where to Catch a Game
Camden Riversharks Baseball
Camden | (856) 963-2600
www.riversharks.com

Where to Golf
Freeway Golf Course
Sicklerville | (856) 227-1115
www.freewaygolfcourse.com

Merchantville Country Club
Cherry Hill | (856) 662-7835
www.merchantvillecc.com

Pine Hill Golf Club
Pine Hill | (877) 450-8866
www.golfpinehill.com

Ron Jaworski’s Valleybrook 
Country Club
Blackwood | (856) 227-3171
www.valleybrookgolf.com

Where to Catch a Show
Mainstage Center for the Arts
Blackwood | (856) 227-3091
www.mainstage.org

Where to Play
30 Strikes - 
Formerly LaMartinique Lanes
Stratford | (856) 783-0558
www.lamartiniquelanes.com

Adventure Aquarium
Camden | (856) 365-3300
www.adventureaquarium.com

Atco Raceway
Atco | (856) 768-2167
www.atcorace.com

BonBon’s Parties & Events
Cherry Hill | (856) 701-8739
www.bonbonsparties.com

Bounce U
Cherry Hill | (856) 429-6400
www.bounceu.com

Garden State Discovery
Museum & Discovermore
Toy Store
Cherry Hill | (856) 424-1233
www.discoverymuseum.com

Millennium Skate World
Camden | (856) 757-9460
www.millenniumskateworld.com

Pinsetter Bar & Bowl
Pennsauken | (856) 665-3377
www.pinsetterbowl.com

Playdrome Bowling & 
Entertainment Centers
Cherry Hill | (856) 429-2695
www.playdromebowl.com

Where to Shop
Cherry Hill Mall
Cherry Hill | (856) 662-7440
www.cherryhillmall.com

Deptford Mall
Deptford | (856) 848-8100
www.deptfordmall.com

Park Place at Garden State Park
Cherry Hill | (856) 488-4663
www.gardenstatepark.net/
marketplace.html

The Shoppes at Cross Keys
Sicklerville
www.theshoppesatcrosskeys.com

Tuscany Marketplace
Cherry Hill | (908) 273-3000
www.tuscanymarketplace.net

Voorhees Town Center
Voorhees | (856) 772-1950
www.voorheestowncenter.com

Angie’s Shoes & Leather Goods, Inc
Palmyra | (856) 829-6660
www.angiesshoesinc.com

Apple
Cherry Hill | (856) 792-9483
apple.com/cherryhill

Best Buy Co., Inc.
Cherry Hill | (856) 910-7932
www.bestbuy.com

Giambri’s Candy
Clementon | (856) 783-1099
www.giambriscandy.com

Jos. A. Bank Clothiers
Cherry Hill | (856) 488-6100

Mary Kents Children’s Clothier
Stratford | (856) 783-3092

Tractor Supply Co.
Sicklerville | (856) 728-3434
www.mytscstore.com

Wal-Mart Stores In Our Area
Audubon | (856) 310-1470
www.walmart.com

Wegmans Food Markets
Cherry Hill | (856) 488-2700
www.wegmans.com

Woodstock Trading Company
Cherry Hill | (856) 424-6166
www.woodstocktradeco.com

WheretoDine or Cater YourEvent



Roughly 75 million years after a 30-foot-
long duckbilled dinosaur passed into West
Jersey’s fossil record, Elizabeth Haddon
arrived in the Quaker-controlled province.
Fleeing religious persecution, the former
Londoner settled and founded what became
Haddonfield, a quaint town that, in the
present day, retains its historic flavor while
nurturing a thriving retail environment.

Within its 2.5 square miles, Haddonfield
attracts residents and visitors alike with 
its small-town character, signature events,
world-class shopping and a high quality of life
that encourages families to put down roots. 

The borough’s 4,600 households include
11,700 residents, from young families to
retirees. “We have something for everyone,”

says Mayor Letitia G. Colombi, a 40-year res-
ident. “We share all parts of family life within
Haddonfield—we can live, work, play, shop and
eat.”

The school system, recognized statewide
for its excellence, is a big draw for families.
In fact, the schools are so strong that, 
despite housing crises elsewhere, Haddon-
field’s home prices have remained relatively
stable. People are waiting to move into town.

That could be because of the area’s
strong community spirit, reflected in the
more than 65 town-based clubs and organi-
zations for all ages and interests, including
the Rotary, the Lions club, the Garden Club,
the Junior Women’s League and many more.

“The spirit of volunteerism here is really

ABOVE: Dino-mite! 
Haddy the Hadrosaurus 
welcomes locals and visitors
to the town.

Come to shop. Stay to play.
By Elizabeth A. McDonald 

spotlight on:
haddonfield
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“The spiri t of volunteerism here is really the heartbeat of the t own .”
—Arlene Fiorilli, Haddonfield Information Center Director
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the heartbeat of the town,” says Haddonfield
Information Center Director Arlene Fiorilli. “Our
two biggest events, First Night and the Holiday
House Tours, couldn’t happen without the hun-
dreds of volunteers involved.” One particular
service organization is the Interfaith Caregivers,
made up of 400 volunteers from the town’s 10
churches. This group serves the needs of senior
residents, providing help in the form of in-house
visits and free drivers for errands.

Haddonfield also respects its history. Eliza-
beth Haddon founded the town in the early 1700s,
making Haddonfield one of the only Colonial
towns founded by a woman. It was the second
town in New Jersey to establish a Historic Dis-
trict to protect its historic buildings—one of
which, the Indian King Tavern Museum, served
as a statehouse during the Revolutionary War.
The Historical Society of Haddonfield also helps

to celebrate the town’s history and
beautiful architecture. 

But the history of this area can
be traced back far earlier than Colo-
nial America. In 1858, the bones of
Hadrosaurus foulkii were discov-
ered—the first nearly complete set
of dinosaur bones in the world and
the first dinosaur bones ever put on
public display. Nicknamed “Haddy,”
the dinosaur has become a local
celebrity, exalted in a bronze sculp-
ture downtown. The original bones
are now housed in the Museum of
Natural Sciences in Philadelphia.

Rich as it is in cultural and his-
torical significance, Haddonfield is
equally wealthy in its shopping and
dining options, with more than 200
shops, boutiques and restaurants
nestled into its Main Street USA set-
ting. With so much going on, the
centrally located Haddonfield Infor-
mation Center has become a valued
town resource. The center’s staffers
help visitors, residents and busi-
nesspeople navigate Haddonfield,
offering shopping guides, restaurant
menus, event schedules, club details
and information for business owners.

The center also sells gift certificates that are
accepted throughout the town. “The certificates
are easy to use and are especially good to give
as gifts, because you don’t need to know where
the recipient shops or what restaurant they like,”
says Fiorilli.

People certainly have a  lot of choices.
Hungry visitors can indulge in Japanese cuisine
at Fuji, Creole at Melange, Italian at Tre Famiglia,
seafood at The Little Tuna, high tea at the Picket
Fence & Garden Tea Room or dessert at the
Candy Buffet. In just one afternoon, shopping
fans can buy frilly lingerie at Georgie Girl, high-
end menswear at Richard Bennett, gym gear at
HerSport, a stringed instrument at Wamsley Vio-
lins and the latest toddler toy at the Happy
Hippo. The town is also renowned for its bridal
services. 

“Over the years, we have become a one-stop

shop for anything bridal, offering diamond rings,
flowers, wedding gowns, gifts, invitations, lingerie,
as well as photographers and travel agencies,”
says Lisa Hurd, the borough’s retail coordinator. 

Hurd, whose job is to maintain Haddonfield’s
vibrant retail landscape and draw new businesses,
says her job is made easier by the full schedule
of events throughout the year to entice visitors
and shoppers. The downtown area hosts several
of the borough’s main events, the largest of which
is the New Year’s Eve First Night, an alcohol-free

celebration of the arts. “We host 7,500 people,
including families with children, with activities
and performances held in over 40 venues,” says
Mayor Colombi. “First Fridays have also become
a draw: Artists exhibit their work, musicians per-
form and stores serve refreshments.

“I am privileged to be elected to lead this
community, but the people make it easy,” she
continues. “Haddonfield is an incredible place,
and we are fortunate to have residents and visi-
tors to keep it going.” u

10 CAMDEN COUNTY ADVANTAGE fall / winter  2009

spotlight on:
haddonfield

ABOVE: Living History: The Indian
King Museum, and (at right),
George Washington at the 
Historical Society of Haddonfield's
Greenfield Hall.

OPPOSITE PAGE: World-class

shopping along Kings Highway.

WHEN YOU GO:
For more information on the town, 
visit, www.shophaddonfieldnj.org.

Ô
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It’s the first Friday in October—also known
as Oktoberfest—and Centre Street in Mer-
chantville is buzzing.

To mark the beginning of this month-long
celebration of all things beer, hip hops-ters
from all over the area have made their way
here to sample some of the best local craft
brews around. The Blue Monkey Tavern, a
new gastropub quickly earning a reputation
as a beer hot spot, is offering ales and lagers
from 15 craft breweries, and patrons are
lining up outside to be part of the fun. Clearly,
Merchantville is the place to be.

“Places like the Blue Monkey have done
wonders [for the town],” says Merchantville
Mayor Frank North. “It’s exciting for me to go

in there and see people whom I know don’t
live in town, whom I haven’t met before, and
to meet them.”

Events like Oktoberfest, a new biweekly
farmer’s market on Friday nights—so busy
there’s talk of making it a weekly affair—and
the return of a popular car show all help to
drive the foot traffic needed to patronize the
very businesses that make Merchantville
thrive. “How do we get to be the town with
the coffee shop, with the little arts district?”
asks Anthony Perno, a Merchantville coun-
cilman who is heavily involved in the bor-
ough’s redevelopment. “You have to bring in
people.” 

Linda Vendome and her husband opened

ABOVE: Earth Tones, a gift
gallery that celebrates local
artisans.
ABOVE LEFT: Taking Centre
Stage: The main drag of
Merchantville's Centre Street.

A small town thrives withquaint 
stores, new restaurants and lots 
of hope for the future.
By Regina Schaffer

spotlight on:
merchantville
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“If you don’t go forward , you wind up going backward .”
—Shelly Aljobeh, owner of Centre Street’s News Nook and Cigar Alley



Café Bella Vita on Centre Street in July and moved to the area permanently from
central New Jersey in September. Just based on word of mouth, the Italian restau-
rant has been serving packed houses and business has been brisk. Vendome can
see why people are drawn to the area. Other stores in the pedestrian-friendly town
center include a florist, a yoga studio, an upscale coffee house, a home-furnishings
store and a new market, among other businesses. “There’s Earth Tones, which fea-
tures crafts from local artists. We have a lady that does curtains out of her house,”
Vendome says. “You can find everything in Merchantville.” 

Currently, the town is in discussions with Yard’s Brewing Company of Philadel-
phia about the company’s leasing an old bank building as its first satellite brewpub.
If the project goes through, it would be a major coup for South Jersey beer fans
and foodies. 

It’s not only new businesses that are changing the town’s dynamic, but older
ones are also upping their game to stay current. “We just remodeled [our cigar
lounge],” says Shelly Aljobeh, owner of Centre Street’s News Nook and Cigar Alley,
which has been in business for 19 years. The store now offers a wine-and-cheese
gathering every Friday night. McFadden’s, the town grocery store, also recently
underwent a renovation. “If you don’t go forward, you wind up going backward,”
says Aljobeh.

Going forward in Merchantville has taken the better part of a decade, and it’s
not all based on the main drag of Centre Street. Redevelopment began in earnest
back in 1997, when 14 luxury townhomes were built with the hope of attracting
affluent young couples and families. A brownfield was cleaned up to accommodate

a senior citizen housing complex, and 10 age-
restricted townhomes also went up. They sat vacant
until the age restrictions were lifted, and now con-
tracts have been written up for five of the properties.
At the entrance to downtown, where an abandoned
gas station once stood, is a new brick office building.

In addition, a developer is currently being chosen
to construct a high-profile, multi-unit residential/retail
property. The new construction promises to preserve
the architectural flavor found throughout the town,
which is rife with charming Victorian flourishes. “The
council has taken a very strong stance looking to
develop and fill any vacancies that we have to the
best of our ability,” says Councilman Perno. “What’s
telling is that, even when the economy, quite frankly,
isn’t doing so well, we’re filling these spaces with some
great restaurants, [residences and shops].”

With so much going on, people are starting to take
notice. Merchantville has been invited to participate
alongside Collingswood and Haddon Heights in the
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission’s
“Classic Towns of Greater Philadelphia” program,
which promotes suburbs that are intent on refash-
ioning and rebranding themselves for both would-be
home buyers and local tourists. “To people looking to
move, it says, these are the towns striving to keep
things happening,” says Mayor North. “We really feel
honored to have been selected.”

The locals agree. “This is a very quaint little town,
but over the years, I think people forgot about us,”
says News Nook’s Aljobeh. “If we keep opening places
here, little by little, it will come back.” u
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spotlight on:
merchantville

OPPOSITE PAGE: Eat, Drink & Be Merry: The Blue 
Monkey Tavern: a popular brewpub in the heart of 
town.

WHEN YOU GO:
For more information on Merchantville,
visit www.merchantville.com.
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Thispast summer, historically minded
Camdenites threw a party to

celebrate the centennial of one of the city’s
best-known residents. Revelers gathered in
The Victor’s Pub near Camden’s waterfront
and spent a few hours swapping stories and
honoring the resident—the very building in
which they were meeting.

That 100-year-old red-brick building goes
by many names. Today it’s known as The
Victor, home to 341 residential luxury lofts
and a number of retail outlets. When it was
built in 1909 as part of the Victor Talking
Machine Company (purchased 20 years later
by RCA, when the business experienced its
own name change), it went by the straight-
forward moniker of Building 17. But then and
today, most Camden residents know the
structure by its nickname, the Nipper
Building, so called because of the famed RCA
Victor logo—that classic image of a fox ter-
rier dubbed Nipper staring into a phonograph
horn, his head cocked—that’s rendered in
stained glass on Building 17’s signature tower.

Building 17, part of the Victor Talking
Machine Company’s waterfront industrial
complex, was originally the location for the
manufacturing of wooden cabinets for Vic-
trolas, phonographs with internal horns. Over
the next few years, Building 17 was expanded
and the Nipper tower added. After the com-
pany became RCA Victor, it hummed along
beautifully in Camden for decades, providing
good jobs and creating a wide variety of audio
equipment, from those classic Victrolas to
radios used in the 1969 moon landing.

But after the RCA Victor factory shut
down in 1991, the Nipper Building sat aban-
doned until developer Carl Dranoff showed
interest in the property in 1999. “I saw

Camden as a city that has long been under-
utilized and undervalued,” he says. “When
I envisioned the redevelopment of the
Camden Waterfront, I hoped [doing some-

thing with the building would] attract high-
caliber businesses and affluent residents to
help spur the city’s growth.” 

Dranoff soon discovered, however, that
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Winning One for
the Nipper
No matter what you call it, the RCA Nipper Building
is a symbol of prosperity in Camden.
By Meg Favreau
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being the catalyst for redevelopment was not so easy. With the city’s
crime rates in daily newspaper headlines, and the building itself ran-
sacked and vandalized, Dranoff Properties pitched the project to the
investment community without success for two years before securing
funding from both the public sector and private lenders. 

In 2004, Dranoff completed the Nipper Building project, which
now features luxury loft apartments with European-style kitchens
and other amenities like a two-story fitness center, club and con-
ference rooms, secure parking and an observation deck. The
ground level of the building holds The Victor’s Pub and retail out-
lets like the Market Street Italian Bistro and Pizzeria, the ticket
office for Camden’s Symphony in C orchestra (which performs
nearby), a Susquehanna Bank Branch and the Park ‘N Clean Dry
Cleaners.

In redevelopment, Dranoff made a concerted effort to main-
tain the Nipper Building’s original architecture and history. “We
sought to preserve the building’s industrial character,” he says.
“Residences at The Victor recall the building’s original form and
character with high ceilings, oversized [historically accurate] win-
dows with skyline views of Philadelphia, original sculpted concrete
columns integrated into new walls, exposed ductwork and concrete
ceilings.” 

The historical elements aren’t just seen in the architecture: There
is a prominent display in the lobby of a Victrola and other vintage
musical cabinets that were manufactured in the building over 100
years ago. Photos of the venue’s storied past also line the walls—and
residents and guests will discover that legendary musicians such as
Caruso, Rachmaninoff and Gershwin all recorded at the site.

Today, Dranoff says that The Victor is a powerful symbol of
Camden’s revitalization. “[The building] has spurred multiple new
investments on the Camden Waterfront, serving as a catalyst for the
start of a $500 million revitalization along the Delaware River.”

Even if the days of the phonograph are long behind us, the
restoration of The Victor is music to the ears. u
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Luxe Loft: The interior of a residence at The Victor.
Photo by Don Pearse Photographers
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asking those types of questions,” says Devlin. There’s also a similar
series geared to seniors. Presented by Samaritan Hospice, the courses
delve into issues of financial independence and topics that are specific
to caregivers, like finding time to care for yourself while caring for a
loved one. For patrons seeking something a little lighter but no less
illuminating, the library offers Japanese language classes as well as a
film forum.

Kids of all ages have plenty to enjoy at the CCLS, too. A Mad Sci-
ence Program Series in October will encourage second through fifth
graders to make slime and build and launch a rocket. And Teen Read
Week (October 18th to 24th) will culminate in dance parties featuring
a DJ and snacks. 

Come late November, teens will have yet another very good reason
to frequent the Voorhees branch: “The Corner,” a brand-new 1,245-
square-foot space that will integrate Internet access, a video-gaming
area (complete with Wii and 52-inch plasma TV), an animation station
and a performance stage. Literary materials will include graphic novels
as well as traditional teen-book fare. Created with a New Jersey State
Library and South Jersey Regional Library Cooperative grant, The
Corner will have a comfy urban vibe, with dorm-style furniture and a

graffiti art wall. “It will be the epitome of the latest and greatest, most
technologically savvy teen library space in South Jersey,” says Devlin.
“We’re very excited about this because teens are one of the groups
that, historically, have been tough to reach.” 

Reaching the broadest audience possible is important to Devlin.
“We’re continually assessing and adapting the library’s collections
and programming to meet the current needs of everyone in the
community.” u
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The Camden County Library System
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WHEN YOU GO:
The Camden County Library System
Main Headquarters
M. Allan Vogelson Branch
203 Laurel Road  |  Voorhees
(856) 772-1636

For more information on special events and classes, to find
the location of a branch in your area or to see the library’s
downloadable catalog, visit www.camden.lib.nj.us. You can also
friend the Camden County Library on its Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/camdencountylibrary.
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